CHAPTER XVIII
THE TRIAL OF THE TEMPLARS IN FRANCE
POPE CLEMENT had promised Philip that the bishops and
inquisitors should have complete jurisdiction over the persons
of the Templars, with the exception of Jacques de Molay and
the chief officers. Tribunals were to be set up in each diocese
of France with authority to absolve the innocent and the
contrite and remit the other brethren to the secular power for
punishment without reference to the Holy See. Of the papal
commissions which investigated the guilt or innocence of the
Order as an Order, the most important was that for France,
which sat in Paris. This commission had no power to
condemn or acquit the Temple 5 its function was to ascertain
the truth or otherwise of the charges and present a report for
the consideration of the general council of the Church in
Vienne.
The composition of the Paris commission was; Gilles
d'Aisselin, Archbishop of Narbonne; William de Trie, Bishop
of Bayeux; William Duranty, Bishop of Mende; Raynold de
Lamporte, Bishop of Limoges 5 Matthew of Naples, Arch-
deacon of Rouen and papal notary; John de Mantua, Arch-
deacon of Trent; and John de Montlaur, Archdeacon of
Maguelonne. An eighth member, William Agerni, Provost
of Aix, was appointed but did not serve. Of the seven
members, Gilles d'Aisselin was one of Philip's closest con-
fidants and had been keeper of the royal seal; he had played
a prominent part in the persecution of the Templars. To
avoid offending the king or the Pope, d'Aisselin frequently
absented himself from the meetings of the commission on the